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Squinter’s Comments 
 

 
Happy Thanksgiving 

 
For those who missed the November match, I'm sorry.  You 
missed a great day to shoot and a good shoot. We ha d 37 
shooters and some new shooters. Some were very youn g, 
like about 10 years old. They are good shooters, so me 
of us need to be concerned or practice a lot. The y oung 
ones are the future and I'm glad to see them come s hoot 
and have a good time. We had five people clean the 
match. Must have been too easy. We'll try harder ne xt 
time. We also need a source for the gold dollar coi ns. 
If anyone has a source, let Pig Farmer know. We are  
getting short.  
Leatherneck held a Territorial Governor's meeting t o 
discuss the agenda. If you have input and were not at 
the meeting. Better get in contact with Leatherneck  
soon. He will be going to the Convention soon. Spea king 
of that, I was very remiss in not asking for travel  
funds for Leatherneck. The club will contribute som e 
money, but not enough to cover his expenses. If any one 
feels like making a contribution, please so at the next 
match. You can make it directly to Leatherneck 
discretely as you wish or to Dirty in Leatherneck's  
name. It costs to travel and he is representing us on 
his own time.  
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A number of us went to the BBH annual match in Amit e. 
We did well. Check out their web site when it comes  up. 
Fleetwood Mac went to Alabama and shot in their ann ual 
match. 
The Louisiana State match is in Monroe LA on Decemb er 
1-3. Check it out on the Mississippi Peacemakers we b 
site links. (Cypress Creek Cowboys)  
 
I will not see most of you before Thanksgiving, so have 
a happy one and remember the things that we are all  
thankful for. One is a great club with great people . We 
have had a good year and I expect to enjoy the 
competition and socializing for years to come. It's  the 
members that make this club the best. 
 
Squinter 
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A Texas Legend – Forged by two non-Texans 
 

Charles Goodnight was born in Macoupin County, 
Illinois in 1836 and at the young age of ten he 
moved, with his mother and stepfather to the 
still young Lone Star state of Texas.  At the age 
of twenty he entered into the cattle business.  
In 1857 he joined the Texas Rangers and later he 
fought for the Confederacy during the Civil War.  
Following the War, he returned to Texas and 
participated in that famous state-wide cattle 
roundup referred to as “making the gather”.  
Instead of driving his cattle north to Kansas he 
decided to trail west to New Mexico.   
 
Oliver Loving was born in Kentucky in 1812 and 
moved to Texas in 1845 where he raised cattle and 
also owned a shipping company.  He trailed cattle 
to Louisiana, Illinois, and Colorado before the 
Civil War.  During the War he sold beef to the 
Confederates.  About 1866 he joined with Charles 
Goodnight to blaze a trail west to Fort Sumter, 
New Mexico.  This trail became known as the 
Goodnight-Loving trail. 
 
Charles Goodnight wrote about Oliver Loving: 
“Oliver Loving, senior, is undoubtedly the first 
man who ever trailed cattle from Texas.  His 
earliest effort was in 1858 when he took a herd 
across the frontier of the Indian Nation or No 
Man’s Land , through eastern Kansas and 
northwestern Missouri into Illinois.  His second 
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attempt was in 1859; he left the frontier of the 
upper Brazos and took a northwest course until he 
struck the Arkansas River, somewhere about the 
mouth of the Walnut, and followed it to just 
about Pueblo where he wintered” 
(from The Trail Drivers of Texas , J. Marvin 
Hunter, Editor; University of Texas Press) 
 
Editor’s note:  The story of Goodnight-Loving is 
often referred to as the “Real” Lonesome Dove! 
 
Following is one of the better maps I’ve found, 
thanks to net.westhost.com 
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