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Squinter’s Comments 
July Shoot 

 

The July shoot went well; there were seven clean match shooters.  Maybe we made it to easy or 
we’re getting better.  We’re still missing some “regulars” come on back guys, we miss you.  
The stages were fun and full of cowboy action as well as shooting. 
We had at least two new shooters show up and a number of folks that came to watch.  They 
will be back. 
The State Auditor, Phil Bryant, showed and shot a stage or two.  He is also running for Lt. 
Governor.  Bruce Barlow made an appearance; he is running for Sheriff of Simpson County.  
There was another person that showed up who was running for a local office.  I think his name 
was Brantley, but I’m not sure, I’m sorry.  The time to vote is coming soon, vote your 
conviction, but be sure to vote. 
Thanks to all who supported my nomination for SASS Regulator, especially Harpe who pushed 
the issue?  I’m proud of the honor. It serves our club well to have two Regulators. 
As many of you know we applied for the State Match for 2008.  I received the official letter 
giving us that honor this week.  We’ll need to spruce the range up a lot before next year.  Some 
new paint will be in order.  We need to clean up anyway.  Make an effort to pick up the 
shotgun shells, they are everywhere. 
We will do the “Day of the Cowboy” when it is scheduled again at Boots and More.  They 
sponsor the buckles that many of you have. 
So long for now, see you in August.  
 
 Squinter 
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And a few words from Parson 
 
FFFIIINNNAAALLLLLLYYY!!!   After 7 years of shooting, I finally had a clean 
match.  Yes, I have come within 1 shot on several occasions but this July 2007, I shot my first 
clean match.  Well, I am glad that is finally behind me.  After the second stage, I felt like I was 
shooting in slow motion instead of just letting go.   The last stage felt like an eternity.  
Especially when I got to the pistols.  It was like, ok, you have ten shots left, now nine, eight 
more and your home free, seven and still good, now don't screw up and try to holster the pistol 
before shooting shot number six.  Don't drop the unloaded gun, and keep hold of the loaded 
one as you transition.  Don't transition too fast cause you'll miss shot number five, now four 
more, oh my its down to three.  Two to go now the last shot, aim, aim, steady, don't blow it, 
aim some more, now pull the trigger and aim some more, finally.  Whew.  It didn't take that 
long but it sure felt like it.  Now for a little travel news.  I decided to travel to the Great Plains 
regional in Cheyenne, WY on July 4th.  On the way we did a little site seeing.  First we, my 
sister and me, headed north to the land of Iowa where we visited John Wayne's birth place.  It 
was a quaint little house of about 800 to 1000 square feet.  The museum they are gonna build 
there will be something to see but it is in the planning stage now.  From there, we headed 
westward through South Dakota to the black hills where we visited Mount Rushmore and then 
that evening the crazy horse monument.  Except for one day a year, night time is best to visit 
the monument for the laser light show at night.  From there we went again north through the 
legendary town of deadwood.  It ain't nothing like the movies portray it.  It is definitely not on 
the high plains but in the valley between two mountains.  The next morning, we made our way 
to devil's tower then into Montana to the little bighorn battle field.  Back into Wyoming to 
Cody where we visited for a brief time, 1 hour, the Cody museum.  That place should take at 
least 8 hours to go through to see everything.  Lots of stuff.  In the firearms collection alone on 
the first floor there are 1500 different guns with another 1200 on the second floor.  Lots of 
shooting could be done at that place.   From there we traveled to Yellowstone national forest 
then southward through the Grand Teton national forest into Jackson Hole.  There was a little 
church on a lake we went to see next in alpine then we headed east through Laramie into 
Cheyenne.  The shoot was well done and very fun to shoot.  Unfortunately, it had to end and so 
we traveled home and back to shall I say it, work.  After that much fun work seems like a 
chore.  But, life goes on.  I did meet some very interesting ladies I'll have to post on the website 
and they never talked back once and I did win every argument.  Matter of fact, they kept their 
mouths shut the whole time.  Perfect prairie chicks.  All women ought to be able to keep as 
quiet.  The trip would have been around 2800 miles round trip but with the extra sidelines, it 
turned out to be a little over 4600 miles.  Nice mountain scapes, seeing the high plains, the 
Black Hills, was definitely worth the extra mileage.  It was a good trip and has been a great 
July.  It is a great birthday present for sure.  Hope ya'll had fun in July and I'll see ya'll in 
August. 
  

Parson  
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Parson and ‘friends’ 
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The Pleasant Valley War 
Arizona, The Youngest State 
McClintock, 1913, page 484 
�

One of the bloodiest features of Arizona's history was the Pleasant Valley War or Tonto Basin 
War.  It began with the driving southward from near Flagstaff of several bands of sheep, 
reputed to have been the property of the Daggs brothers.  Theretofore, the Rim of the 
Mogollons had been considered the "dead line" south of which no sheep might come.  There 
were allegations at the time that the Tewksbury brothers had been employed to take care of any 
trouble that might materialize over the running of sheep out of bounds.  At first there seemed to 
be little active opposition, but early in 1885 a Mexican sheepherder was killed.  The opposition 
centered around the Graham family to which gathered a considerable number of cowboys and 
cattlemen. 
�

Tom Graham later told how at first he tried to use a form of moral persuasion.  Not wishing to 
kill anyone, there would be a wait till the sheepherder began the preparation of his evening 
meal and then, from the darkness Graham would drop a bullet through the frying pan or coffee 
pot.  This intimation out of the night usually was effective in inducing the herder to forget his 
hunger and to move his band very early the next morning. 
�

Resident in the vicinity was J.W. Ellison, one of the leading citizens of the basin.  He states 
that at first the Grahams had the sympathy of the settlers, all of whom owned cattle and 
appreciated the danger to their range from the incursion of locust-like wandering sheep bands.  
But the fighting soon became too warm for any save those immediately interested, for the 
factions hunted each other as wild beasts might have been hunted.  Mr. Ellison frankly states 
that he saw as little of the trouble as he could and is pleased that he managed to avoid being 
drawn into the controversy. 
�
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Gila County, Arizona 
The county was formed from parts of Maricopa County and Pinal County on February 8, 1881. 
The boundary was then extended eastward to the San Carlos River by public petition in 1889. 
The original county seat was in the mining community of Globe City, now Globe, Arizona.  

Payson considers its founding year as 1881, at which time it was known as Green Valley or 
Union Park. On March 3, 1884 the town officially established a post office. Postmaster Frank 
C. Hise recommended that the town be named after a man named Louis Edwin Payson. Senator 
Payson was very instrumental in the establishment of the Post Office. In honor of Payson’s 
help, the town (or quite possibly merely Hise) decided to change the name to Payson. 

Payson had its first rodeo in 1884, with Charlie Meadows being one of the founders. Payson 
considers its rodeo the "world's oldest continuous" as it has been held every year since. 

In 1918 author Zane Grey made his first trip to the area surrounding Payson. He would come 
back with regularity through 1929, and would purchase two plots of land near Tonto Creek, 
including 120 acres from Sampson Elam Boles under Myrtle Point. Grey wrote numerous 
books about the area and also filmed some movies, such as To The Last Man, in the Payson 
area in the 1920s. 
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